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NATHANIEL FOLSOM. 

BY CHARLES H. BELL. 

(Centennial Collection.) 

Nathaniel Folsom was born in the year 1726, in Exeter, 
New Hampshire, the home of his ancestors for three genera- 
tions. He enjoyed no advantages of early instruction beyond 
those afforded by the schools of his native town. Nature 
gave him a robust constitution of body and mind, and from 
his youth he ia said to have manifested an inclination for 
military pursuits. His first active service was in 1755, as a 
captain in the regiment furnished by New Hampshire for the 
expedition against Crown Point, under the command of Gen. 
"William Johnson. On the 8th of September, while the French 
army of Dieskau were retiring from an unsuccessful assault 
upon Johnson's position, Capt. Folsom attacked them, at the 
head of little more than a company, and in an obstinate en- 
gagement inflicted upon them a severe loss of men and sup- 
plies. By this gallant exploit, as well as by his conduct 
throughout the campaign, he acquired the reputation of an 
energetic, brave, and skilful oflicer. 

He engaged afterwards in mercantile business with success, 
and his military talents were recognized by the command of 
a regiment of militia, conferred upon him by the last royal 
Governor of New Hampshire. Gov. Wentworth distinguished 
him also by other marks of his confidence, and would gladly 
have attached him to the cause of the Crown, in the rupture 
which was evidently approaching, but Folsom's sympathies 
were steadfastly with his countrymen. He was early recog- 
nized as a leader in the popular cause. 

In the spring of 1774, he was elected to the Provincial As- 
sembly, which was dissolved by the Governor for presuming 
to choose a Committee of Correspondence. The members, 
however, did not disperse until they had issued a call for a 
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popular convention, to select Delegates to the general Con- 
gress at Philadelphia. In the deliberations of that historic 
body, Col. Folsom had the honor of taking part, as one of the 
representatives of New Hampshire. This circumstance, to- 
gether with his public advocacy of the cause of the sufferers 
by the Boston Port Bill, and his participation in the raid 
which stripped Fort William and Mary, in Portsmouth har- 
bor, of its arms and munitions, cost him his commission under 
the Crown, but gained him advancement from the people. 
Again returned to the Assembly in 1775, he was by the popu- 
lar administration created Major-General of all the troops of 
New Hampshire, three regiments of which were then en- 
camped around Boston. Of these he assumed the command, 
until they were adopted into the Continental service. Cir- 
cumstances in no way discreditable to Gen. Folsom, prevented 
his appointment as a general officer by Congress, and he cheer- 
fully retained the humbler, but not less important, command 
of the militia of the State, detachments of which were fre- 
quently summoned to the field during the war. 

In January, 1776, on the adoption of the first Constitution 
of the State, he was elected a Councillor, a Judge of the In- 
ferior Court, and a member of the Committee of Safety, a 
body clothed with almost dictatorial powers. In April, 1777, 
he was re-elected to Congress for a year, and attended its 
sessions ; and in November, 1779, he was again returned, and 
took his seat for a time. But on being chosen for the fourth 
time, in February, 1783, it does not appear that he accepted 
the position. The same year he was a member, and tempo- 
rary President, of the Convention for framing a new Consti- 
tution for his State. 

The life of this true patriot, and honest and able man, was 
happily so prolonged that he was enabled to witness not only 
the independence of his country, but also the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution, and the election of the first President. 
He died in his native town on the 26th of May, 1790, in the 
sixty-fifth year of his age. A contemporary notice justly 
commends him as exemplary in all the relations of life, a 
faithful public servant, and a sincere Christian 



